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Minutes of the Meeting of the 
CABINET 
 
Held: MONDAY, 27 NOVEMBER 2006 at 5.00pm 
 
 

P R E S E N T : 
 

Councillor R Blackmore - Chair 
 

Councillor Coley Councillor Ramsdale 
  Councillor Gill Councillor Sandringham 
  Councillor Mugglestone Councillor Smith 
   

* * *   * *   * * * 
114. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Suleman. 

 
115. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Councillor Mugglestone declared a personal but non prejudicial interest in 

Appendix B3, 'Construction and Demolition Waste Facility Progress Report', as 
a Council appointed director on Groundwork.      
 
Councillor Sandringham declared a personal and prejudicial interest in 
Appendix F, 'Creation of a Joint Post of Director of Public Health' and left the 
meeting during discussion of this item. 
 

116. LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 'AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH' 

 
The Leader reported that Al Gore had recently been appointed as adviser to 
the Government and his influential film about climate change, 'An Inconvenient 
Truth' was showing at The Phoenix tonight at 8.15 pm. 
 
The Leader also reported however that he had arranged for a private showing 
to councillors and senior council officers on Wednesday 6 December at 
3.30pm. 
 
He noted that in the film, Gore reviewed the scientific evidence for global 
warming, discussed the politics and economics of global warming and 
described the serious consequences that global climate change will produce if 
the amount of human-generated greenhouse gases is not significantly reduced 



2 

in the very near future. 
 
The Leader expressed his hope that everyone would make an effort to see it.   
 
CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTRES 
 
The Leader reported that that the staff and service delivery of two of the City 
Council's four customer service centres had been praised in glowing reports 
and hastened to add that only two of the four centres were surveyed. 
 
It was noted that the Customer Service Centre at New Walk and the one at 
Saffron were both rated highly by 500 visitors who took part in a survey last 
month.   Over 93 per cent of visitors felt the way their enquiries were dealt with 
was either excellent or very good, with over 99 per cent being seen 
immediately or within a reasonable length of time.  They praised staff for the 
way they had given information and explained what needed to be done in a 
clear and easy to understand way.  Other comments were made about the 
centres being easy to use, with helpful and friendly staff. 
 
The Leader noted that the customer service centres provided a huge range of 
help and advice and he was pleased to know that the vast majority of visitors 
come away with the information they require and feeling they’ve been dealt 
with in a friendly and efficient manner. 
 
The Leader expressed his congratulations to all involved. 
 

117. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
 RESOLVED: 

 that the minutes of the meetings of the Cabinet held on 30 
October and 13 November having been circulated be taken as 
read and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 

 
 

118. MATTERS REFERRED FROM COMMITTEES 
 
 There were no matters referred from Committees. 

 
119. UPDATE ON THE MOBILE CLASSROOM REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME 
 
 Councillor Ramsdale submitted a report that advised Members of the 

adjustments made to the Mobile Classroom Replacement Programme by the 
Corporate Director under delegated authority and recommended proposals for 
the capital projects at Inglehurst Infant and Junior Schools.  
 
The relevant minute extract of the Children and Young People Scrutiny 
Committee on 15 November was circulated to the Cabinet. 
 
RESOLVED: 

1) that the adjustments made by the Director under delegated 
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authority to the funding allocations for individual projects 
on the Mobile Classroom Replacement Capital Programme 
be noted; and 

 
(2) that approval be given for the additional funding for the 

projects at Inglehurst Infant and Junior Schools of 
£1,061,000 from the unallocated funding from the Capital 
Programme. 

 
120. SURE START GRANT - CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROPOSALS 2006-2008 
 
 Councillor Blackmore submitted a report describing how the learning offer for 

children in the City could be transformed by making best use of the available 
capital to strengthen the range of services on offer at a neighbourhood level.   
 
The relevant minute extract of the Children and Young People Scrutiny 
Committee on 15 November was circulated to the Cabinet. 
 
RESOLVED 

(1) that the current thinking around the development of the 
strategic direction for  the development of early 
intervention and prevention services and the key role that 
early years services will be playing in helping to shape a 
neighbourhood approach, as set out in the supporting 
information, be noted. 

 
(2) that the real opportunity for the city in thinking about it’s 

capital allocations differently in order to transform the 
learning offer for Children and Young People be noted. 

 
(3) that approval be given for the allocation of Sure Start 

capital funds between the three main strands as follows: 
 

Children’s Centres   £3,635,000  
Childcare Services      £778,783 
Extended services      £237,668 
Total     £4,651,451 
 

(4) that  the proposed locations for the Phase 2 Children’s 
Centres be approved  and the estimated costs noted. 

 
(5) that the proposed principles for the allocation of funding to 

support the Childcare Strategy be approved. 
 
(6) that the proposed principles for the allocation of funding to 

support the delivery of extended services in and around 
schools be approved. 

 
(7) that the Corporate Director of Children & Young People’s 

Services be authorised in consultation with the Cabinet 
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Link Member to expend the Sure Start Capital Allocation of  
£4,651,451. 

 
(8) that the Corporate Director of Children & Young People’s 

Services be authorised in consultation with the Cabinet 
Link Member to adjust the funding to each individual 
Children’s Centre project.  

 
(9) that the Corporate Director of Children & Young People’s 

Services be authorised in consultation with the Cabinet 
Link Member to approve virement of capital funds between 
the strands of the programme to ensure Government 
targets are achieved. 

 
(10) that the Corporate Director of Children & Young People’s 

Services be authorised in consultation with the Cabinet 
Link Member to make allocations to individual projects 
under the Childcare and Extended Services strands, within 
the overall frameworks set out in 1.8 and 1.9 of the 
Supporting Information; and 

 
(11) that the revenue allocation in place to support these 

services be noted. 
 

121. CATHEDRAL GUILDHALL CONSERVATION AREA 
 
 Councillor Blackmore submitted a report recommending that Cabinet approve 

amended boundaries for the Cathedral Guildhall Conservation Area and also 
adopt the Character Appraisal as supplementary guidance to the City of 
Leicester Local Plan 2006. 
 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that the amendments to the boundaries of the Cathedral 
Guildhall Conservation Area as detailed in the report be 
approved; and 

 
(2) that the Character Appraisal be adopted as supplementary 

guidance to the City of Leicester Local Plan 2006. 
 

122. GAMBLING POLICY 
 
 Councillor Mugglestone submitted a report which proposed a Gambling Policy 

for recommendation to Council.  It was noted that the Council was required to 
publish its Gambling Policy by 31 January 2007 under the provisions of the 
Gambling Act 2005. 
 
The relevant minutes extracts of the Licensing Committee on 8 June and 10 
November 2006 had been circulated to the Cabinet. 
 
RESOLVED: 
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 that the draft Gambling Policy circulated with the report be 
recommended to Council for approval. 

 
123. CITY CENTRE IMPROVEMENTS 
 
 It was noted that this report had been withdrawn by the Corporate Director. 

 
124. CREATION OF A JOINT POST OF DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
 Councillor Gill submitted a report informing the Cabinet of the proposal to 

appoint a Joint Director of Public Health who would work across the City 
Council and the new Leicester Primary Care Trust. 
 
The Cabinet requested that the relevant Scrutiny Committee Chairs and 
spokespersons meet with the new Director at an early stage and are involved 
in the development of the new arrangements. 
 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that the opportunity that a Joint Director of Public Health 
brings to the City and the proposal to appoint a joint post 
be noted; and 

 
(2) that Public Health be incorporated into the portfolio of the 

Cabinet Member for Adult and Community Services to 
ensure co-ordinated action across the City and across all 
portfolios; and 

 
(3) that a request be made for the Cabinet Lead to be involved 

in the recruitment process. 
 

125. DISABILITY EQUALITY SCHEME AND ACTION PLAN 
 
 Councillor Coley submitted a report presenting a Disability Equality Scheme 

and Action Plan. 
 
The relevant minute extract of the Resources and Corporate Issues Scrutiny 
Committee on 16 November 2006 had been circulated to the Cabinet and it 
was noted that the Committee wanted to see more detailed and specific 
targets.  Councillor Coley requested that the detail requested by the Committee 
be supplied to them. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 that the report be welcomed and approved. 
 

126. NATIONAL PARKING ADJUDICATION SERVICE 
 
 Councillor Mugglestone submitted a report informing the Cabinet that the 

introduction of the civil enforcement of parking required the Council to join the 
National Parking Adjudication Service which provided motorists who had been 
issued with a Penalty Charge Notice with a mechanism to appeal against the 
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Council's decision in this mater. 
 
The relevant minute extract of the Highways and Transportation Scrutiny 
Committee on 21 November had been circulated and their support was noted. 
 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that the Service Director (Legal Services) be authorised to 
make the necessary arrangements for the City Council to 
enter into a National Parking Adjudication Service Joint 
Committee Agreement; and 

 
(2) that Councillor Ramsdale be appointed as the Cabinet 

Member representative and Councillor Mugglestone be 
appointed as the substitute Cabinet Member representative 
to serve on the National Parking Adjudication Service Joint 
Committee. 

 
127. APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 Councillor Coley submitted a revised report in connection with the 

determination of City Council representation on 2 Outside Bodies; HomeCome 
Ltd and Leicester Economic Action Project.  The revised report referred to the 
re-election of 2 retiring directors on the Board of Homecome Ltd. 
 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that Councillor Smith be appointed as the Council 
representative as a director of the Board of Homecome Ltd, 
to be effective as soon as possible.  

 
(2) that the Council's representative indicate at the Homecome 

AGM on 28 November 2006, the Cabinet's support for Ian 
Harkness and John Townsend for re-election as Homecome 
Directors. 

 
(3) that under the provisions of Cabinet Procedure Rule 12 (d) 

no objection to the above decision be allowed on the 
grounds of urgency as the Homecome AGM is scheduled for 
28 November  2006; and 

 
(2) that the Corporate Director of Regeneration and Culture or 

their nominee be appointed as the Council representative as 
the Chair of the Leicester Economic Action Project 

 
128. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
 
 The Chair agreed to admit an Item of Urgent Business to the agenda in 

connection with Dulverton Road.  The item was urgent to ensure that there 
were no abortive works or costs incurred on the planning and implementation 
of this scheme. 
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129. DULVERTON ROAD 
 
 Councillor Blackmore reported that at the Cabinet meeting on 25 September 

2006, a report of the Corporate Director of Regeneration and Culture 
concerning traffic management measures for Dulverton Road had been 
considered. 
 
The Cabinet Minute on this item was as follows: 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(1) that the request by the Braunstone Park & Rowley Fields, Westcotes & 

Western Park Area Committee for a no entry restriction be noted;  and 
 
(2) that the introduction of a one way, a no entry sign at one end of 

Dulverton Road and a pinch point, be agreed subject to any legal 
restrictions. 

 
It was noted that it had since become apparent that the Minute, as written, did 
not provide sufficient clarification on the decision taken. 
 
For the avoidance of doubt, Cabinet were asked to clarify their decisions. 
 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that the decision on this matter taken at the Cabinet 
Meeting on 25 September 2006 be reaffirmed; 

 
(2) that there be a “No Entry” sign at the Westcotes Drive end 

of Dulverton Road (not previously specified) and 
 

(3) that it be confirmed that there was no request and no 
approval granted for the whole or part of Dulverton Road to 
be made one way. 

 
130. PRIVATE SESSION 
 
 It was noted that the report on the Performing Arts Centre had been withdrawn 

from the agenda. 
 
It was also noted that the Chair had agreed to a request from Councillor 
Corrall, as ward councillor, to remain in the meeting during discussion of 
Appendix B3, 'Construction and Demolition of Waste Recycling Facility'. 
 
RESOLVED 

that the press and public be excluded during consideration of the 
following reports in accordance with the provisions of Section 
100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended, 
because they involve the likely disclosure of 'exempt' information, 
as defined in the Paragraphs detailed below of Part 1 of Schedule 
12A of the Act and taking all the circumstances into account, it is 
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considered that the public interest in maintaining the information 
as exempt outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 
information. 

 
Paragraph 3 
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person (including the authority holding that information). 

 
131. DISPOSAL OF HOUSING SITES 
 
 Councillor Coley submitted a report. 

 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that the disposal of the ‘Batch 1’ sites and the 5 properties 
identified for demolition, to East Midlands Housing 
Association for the sum per site  detailed in the report be 
approved. 

 
(2) that associated expenditure of £15,000 (estimate) from the 

2006/07 Housing Capital Programme in preparing the sites 
for disposal be approved 

 
(3) that approval be given for £660,000 of Capital Programme 

funding for EMHA to provide 29 affordable homes for rent 
and 8 affordable shared ownership homes, in developing 
the ‘Batch 1’ sites, to be spent during the 2007/08 and 
2008/09 financial years; and 

 
(4) that the Corporate Director of Adults and Housing be 

authorised in conjunction  with Corporate Director of 
Resources to negotiate and conclude negotiations for 
‘Batch 1’ (or any combination of sites within ‘Batch 1’) on 
terms which are substantially the same as reported (or 
proportionately for each site).  

 
 

132. OLD TOWN DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP - PROGRESS UPDATE AND 
ACQUISITIONS OF LONG LEASEHOLDS 

 
 Councillor Coley submitted a report. 

 
The relevant minute extract of the Economic Development and Planning 
Scrutiny Committee on 23 November 2006 had been circulated and it was 
noted that the Committee supported the scheme. 
 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that the sale of the freehold interest with vacant 
possession of the land indicated on the plan attached to 
the report to Bovis Lend Lease/In Partnership in the sum 
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detailed in the report, with share of super profits, be 
approved subject to the purchaser obtaining planning 
permission for their proposed scheme and the Council 
acquiring the long leasehold interests. 

 
(2) that the Corporate Director of Resources be authorised to 

negotiate for the purchase of the two long leasehold 
interests currently existing at the site. 

 
(3) that the Corporate Director of Resources be authorised, in 

consultation with the Cabinet Leads for Resources and 
Regeneration, to agree the detailed terms of sale of the 
site and the detailed terms for the acquisition of the long 
leasehold interests up to a maximum total cost detailed in 
the report, to be funded from the sale of the freehold 
interest in the site. 

 
(4) that the Head of Legal Services be authorised to enter into 

the necessary agreements to progress the St. Augustine’s 
scheme and Old Town Development Partnership; and 

 
(5) that Council be recommended to approve an addition to 

the capital programme of expenditure as detailed in the 
report for the acquisition of the long leasehold interests of 
St Augustines to be funded from the capital receipt from 
the sale of the freehold interest in this site. 

 
133. CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION OF WASTE RECYCLING FACILITY 

PROGRESS REPORT AND GRANT OF LEASE OF LAND AT 
SUNNINGDALE ROAD 

 
 Councillor Coley submitted a report. 

 
RESOLVED: 

(1) that approval be given in principle to a disposal at less 
than best consideration; and  

 
(2) that the Corporate Director of Resources be authorised, in 

consultation with the Cabinet Lead Members for 
Resources and Regeneration and the Chief Finance 
Officer to agree terms for the grant of a lease to 
Groundwork, following consideration of the business plan 
to be supplied. 

 
134. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 
 The meeting ended at 6 pm. 
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